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which they attach considerable importance.
Buckrah Bade, for instance, is a festival about
as interesting to the Natives, as Christmas-day
is to the good people of England ; and the day
is celebrated amongst all classes and denomi-
nations of Mussulmauns with remarkable zeal
and energy.

The particular event which gives rise to
Buckrah Eade, is the well-known circumstance
of Abraham offering his son in sacrifice to God.
The Mussulmauns, however, insist that the son
so offered was Ishmael, and not Isaac, as our
Scriptures declare. I have before remarked
that I had frequent arguments with the learned
men of that persuasion on this subject, which
provoked a minute investigation of their most
esteemed authors, to decide between our opi-
nions. The author of " The Hyaatool Kaaloob,"
advances many authorities, which the Mussul-
mauns deem conclusive, all of whom declare
that Ishmael was the son demanded and offered
in sacrifice; and two only, I think, of the many
names that author quotes, were disposed to
doubt whether it was Isaac or Ishmael. An